HELENSBURGH'S bid to lo
secure regoneration cash still
looks to be on track, desplte
concermns over funding.

Councillors on the Argyll and Bute
suthonity's  powerful excoutive com-
muttee plodged 1o sco that the Burgh has
enough money 10 see the outline busi-
ness case (ODC) document - essential
1o the town's bid for funding to aid the
process — through o completion,

There had been fears there would not be
enduigh cash lefl in the collers o complete
the blueprint hocause Helensburgh does
nod qualify o bo awanded further monics
[rom the £300,000 pot o allow the com-
pletion of outline butiness cases,

The Bungh had carlicr been handed o
100000 council cash injection 1o fiand
The Helensburgh Putoership —  the
agency charged with spearhending regen-
cration prjects

Al the time it was nod known thal there

==wodk] be & nead to complete the outling

It case and there were concermn the
lgui:immlu.l nod have enough cash o
fimd

ad they have already compheted
an indtial busines canc and other projects,
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ncluding a tmflic management straioyy,
for the town,

But disasier waa averted after council
chicls agreed 10 call an wgent meeting
with Scottish Enterpeise Dunbartonshire
and The Hebensburgh Partnership 1o dis-
cua the fundimg situation.

They gjected a mobion for £60,000 1o
be reserved in coso there are problems
funding Helensburgh's bid but have been
praksed for making provision for those
mvolved in the cash bid 1o revisit the exec-
utive commitics e assistance (f finance
proves o be a major stumbling block.

We told last week how Partnership
chicf Derck Anderson wnd Councillor
Ellen Morton had voloed concerns over
the QD stage.

Campbelown, Dhinoon, Oban
Rothesay will all be awarded £75,000
each 1o fumd thetr documents.

The Executive alwo sct a deadline of
April 30 next year for completion of
OBCs, with evaluation of the cases being

carmed oul duning May, Council officers
will then repont back 10 a future meeting
ol the executive commiiee, reganhing
mrrangernents for independent scrutiny of
the bich

Helonsburgh e  Lomond  North
Councillor Ellen Monon, & member of the
Exccutive, commended council chiefs foe
thetr course of pcthon.

She mid: “Thére was a concern that
Heleraburgh might be  disadvantagod
by the February deadline but the beader
ol the council gnve an assurance that if
there was any dilliculy in furding with
Helenaburgh's completion of the OBC,
that the iz woukd come back 1o the
executive for discussion.

“They want lelemburgh's OBC 10
coime oul of the Partnership budget.

That money was given well over a year
ago when we had no knowladge that this
wotld be coming,

s unfiwtunate tat the lack of clarity
has camsed a peoblem that would have
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